K. K. Wagh Education Society's

(Affiliated to Mahatma Phule Krishi Vidyapeeth, Rahuri)
Saraswati Nagar, Panchavati, Nashik- 422 003. Maharashtra
College Code;11135 AISHE Code: C-50690

B -(0253)2555221, 2555224 (@ - principal-bscagri@kkwagh.edu.in & https://agri-bsc.kkwagh.edu.in

Shetkari Melava Report: Integrated Crop Management (Tomato and Vegetables)
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On Saturday, 27 July, 2024, a Shetkari Melava was organized at Hotel Curry Leaves,
Pachore Wani, jointly by K. K. Wagh College of Agriculture, Nashik, and ICL (Israel
Chemicals Ltd). The primary focus of the discussion was on tomato crop nutrient
management and pest-disease control.

More than 300 farmers from Pachore Wani, Davachwadi, Pimpalgaon, Wavi,
Shirwade Wani, and Pimpalnare participated in the event. The Shetkari Melava featured
expert guidance from Mr.Tushar Ugle (Assistant Professor, Department of Entomology, K.
K. Wagh College of Agriculture, Nashik) and Mr. Nilesh Nimse, Regional Agronomist, ICL.

The program commenced with a soil worship ceremony and lamp lighting by the
dignitaries. Following this, Mr. Nilesh Nimse delivered an in-depth presentation on nutrient
management for tomato crops, covering topics such as basal dose application, nutrient
deficiencies, and the benefits of ICL’s innovative products. He emphasized the importance of
blending nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium with zinc and ferrous elements to enhance the
crop's immunity. He also demonstrated practical techniques for managing water pH during
fertilizer application.

Mr. Tushar Ugle initiated the discussion by highlighting the significance of basal
doses in tomato cultivation. He shared essential guidelines on nutrient management and
recommended incorporating both chemical fungicides and biological agents for effective pest
and disease control. He advised farmers to implement preventive measures before disease
outbreaks, such as removing infected leaves and using copper-based fungicides during the
rainy season alongside chemical fungicides.

For pest management, he suggested employing traps to control pests like Tuta
absoluta, fruit borers, and sap-sucking insects. Mr. Ugle also emphasized the importance of
aligning tomato cultivation with market demand and suggested preventive measures based on
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the weather forecast for the next 15 days. Additionally, he encouraged the use of modern
irrigation systems and advanced sensors for efficient water management.

The event concluded with a question-and-answer session, where the experts addressed
various concerns raised by tomato farmers. The program was anchored by Pratham Davange,
who skillfully conducted the proceedings.

The organizing team, including agricultural interns under the Rural Agricultural
Awareness and Work Experience Program from K. K. Wagh College of Agriculture and ICL,
received appreciation for their efforts.

The event was graced by esteemed dignitaries such as Hon. Mr. Sameer Wagh,
President; Mr. Ajinkya Wagh, Director of Public Relations; Prof. K. S. Bandi, Secretary; and
trustees including Mr. Ashok Merchant and Mr. Changdevrao Holkar, Dr. K. N. Nandurkar,
along with Shakuntala Tai Wagh, Dr. V. S. Mane, Mr. S. G. Thakre, Dr. Preeti Bhamre,
campus coordinator Dr. V. M. Sevalikar, Dr. S. M. Hadole, Ms.. Parmeshwari Pawar, Mr. H.
N. Patil and Mr.D. R. Patil, provided valuable guidance and support.
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Pachore Wani, Maharashtra, India
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Mr. Nilesh Nimse, Regional Agronomist, ICL providing guidance to farmers on effective soil
management practices.
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Mr. Tushar Ugale Assistant Professor, Department of Entomology, K. K. Wagh College of
Agriculture, Nashik addressing farmers on Nutrient, Pest and Disease Management
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A news article about the Shetkari Melava was published in the Daily Deshdoot on 02 August
2024,
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The Daily Aaple Mahanagar featured a news article on the Shetkari Melava on 03 August , 2024.
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